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ABSTRACT
Prime is a network of excellence to develop long-term research and shared 
infrastructures on policies for research and innovation in the move towards 
the European Research Area (ERA). PRIME gathers 55 institutions from  
19 countries, some 150 researchers are active in its activities and over  
200 doctoral students have been mobilised by its training activities. 

In order to understand the development of PRIME as a network of excellence, 
on has to relate the challenges Europe faces with the three main features of 
our speciality. Science and Innovation Policy Studies (SIPS). Though relatively 
small in size, it is interdisciplinary, being at the encounter of four main disci-
plines (Political Science, Economics, Management and Sociology). Second, the 
vast majority of teams are small (less than 5 academics) and located within 
wider disciplinary oriented groups. Third, they are strongly linked with their 
main stakeholders, the national or regional governments, which mostly fund 
them through contract research.

The structural dispersion explains the lasting difficulty in developing doctoral 
programmes to renew and enlarge capabilities, and in gathering critical mass 
to renew and enlarge our quantitative base, indicators for science, technology 
and innovation. They are at the core of the efforts made in shaping the two 
‘shared infrastructures’ on training and indicators, and represent our first 
interpretation of ‘integration’: the two platforms under development - the 
European SIPS doctoral path and the European network of indicators 
designers (ENID) - aim at creating a space that enables the community to 
access critical resources. 

The third feature was central in our assessment of the substantive situation of 
the field. We considered it too short-term oriented, too dependant on existing 
paradigms and methods. We thus have promoted two types of activities.

◗ ��1. Creating a space where lasting challenges and issues are turned into 
a strategic research agenda. We knew from the two-year preparation 
of PRIME that this requires more than periodic gatherings, and that in 
numerous cases, this requires states of the art, plus dedicated workshops 
and repetitive exchanges to turn one issue into a specific research agenda 
and into research projects and cooperations. Thus the importance given 
to what we have labelled ‘initiation and review actions’. 

◗ ��2. Supporting the emergence of ‘heterodox’ approaches and methods, 
nurturing ‘frontier science’ on lasting selected challenges is the second 
objective of the NoE. Our choice has been to foster competition and 
bottom-up assembly of topic-based ‘critical size’ teams. To achieve it, the 
NoE fosters two types of research efforts: exploratory research of potentially 
new breakthrough methods and approaches on the one hand, comparative 
research enabling to reframe approaches and issues mostly dealt with up 
to now within national specificities. 

Four main themes have focused the efforts: differentiation, strategic orientation 
and governance of universities (3 projects), Organisations fostering knowledge 
circulation (4 projects), Institutions and knowledge production regimes (2 main 
projects), and Evolving governance of research and innovation (7 projects).
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Participant NAME COUNTRY Scientific Leader
ARMINES FR Philippe LAREDO
Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft Zur Foerderung  
Der Angewandten Forschung E.V DE Stefan KUHLMANN

University of Sussex UK Benjamin MARTIN
The Victoria University of Manchester UK Maria NEDEVA
Consejo Superior de Investigaciones 
Cientificas ES Luis SANZ-MENENDEZ

Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche IT Emanuela REALE
University of Twente NL Arie RIP
University of Maastricht NL Wiebe BIJKER
University Van Amsterdam NL Loet LEYDESDORFF
University of Utrecht NL Ruud SMITS
University of Lausanne CH Dietmar BRAUN
Universita Della Svizzera Italiana CH Benedetto LEPORI
Universitaet Bern CH Karl WEBER
Université de Genève CH Antoine FLEURY
The European-Interuniversity Association 
 on Societyscience and Technology NL Birgit JAEGER

Institut National de la Recherche 
Agronomique FR Pierre-Benoît JOLY

Centre National de la Recherche 
Scientifique FR Jean-Jacques PAUL 

Michel QUERE
University College London UK Slavo RADOSEVIC
Fondation Nationale des Sciences 
Politiques FR Christine MUSSELIN

Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology NO Knut Holtan SORENSEN

The University of Edinburgh UK Robin WILLIAMS
Observatoire des Sciences et des Techniques FR Gislaine FILLIATREAU
TECHNION - Israel Institute of Technology ISL Daphne GETZ
Université Louis Pasteur FR Jean-Alain HERAUD
Centro De investigacao sobre Economia 
Portuguesa PT Tiago SANTOS PEREIRA

DINÂMIA PT Maria Eduarda GONÇALVES
Universidad Autonomia de Madrid ES Paloma SANCHEZ
Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei IT William MALIZIA
Universitaet Bielefeld DE Peter WEINGART
Commission of the European Communities 
- Directorate General Joint Research Centre BE Antoine SCHOEN

JOANNEUM Research 
Forschungsgesellschaft GMBH AT Wolfgang POLT

Université of Toulouse I FR Eric JOLIVET
University of York UK Andrew WEBSTER
Norwegian Institute for Studies 
 in Research and Higher Education NO Magnus GULBRANDSEN

The Research Institute of the Finish Economy FI Terrtu LUUKKONEN
European University Institute IT Rikard STANKIEWICZ
Copenhagen Business School DK Finn HANSSON
Université Catholique de Louvain BE Leopold SIMAR
The University of Nottingham UK Andrew LOCKETT
Royal Holloway and Bedford New College UK Ewan FERLIE
Universiteit Gent BE Bart CLARYSSE
Centro de Investigação de Políticas  
do Ensino Superior PT Pedro TEXEIRA

Lund University SE Charles ESQUIST
Université Paris Sud FR Bertrand BELLON
University of Bergen NO Ivar BLEIKLIE
University of Pisa IT Andrea BONACCORSI
Centrum pro studium vysokeho skolstvi, v.v.i. CZ Karel SIMA
Uniwersytet Warszawski PL Julita JABLECKA-PRYSLOPSKA
Tartu Ülikool EE Jaan MASSO
Financial Research Ltd. HU Annamaria INZELT
Politecnico di Milano IT Massimo COLOMBO


